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In 1865, when San Francisco's Daily Evening Bulletin asked its readers if it were not time for the city to
finally establish a public park, residents had only private gardens and small urban squares where they could
retreat from urban crowding, noise, and filth. Five short years later, city supervisors approved the creation of
Golden Gate Park, the second largest urban park in America. Over the next sixty years, and particularly after
1900, a network of smaller parks and parkways was built, turning San Francisco into one of the nation's
greenest cities.

In Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930, Terence Young traces the history of San Francisco's park
system, from the earliest city plans, which made no provision for a public park, through the private garden
movement of the 1850s and 1860, Frederick Law Olmsted's early involvement in developing a
comprehensive parks plan, the design and construction of Golden Gate Park, and finally to the expansion of
green space in the first third of the twentieth century. Young documents this history in terms of the four
social ideals that guided America's urban park advocates and planners in this period: public health,
prosperity, social coherence, and democratic equality. He also differentiates between two periods in the
history of American park building, each defined by a distinctive attitude towards "improving" nature: the
romantic approach, which prevailed from the 1860s to the 1880s, emphasized the beauty of nature, while the
rationalistic approach, dominant from the 1880s to the 1920s, saw nature as the best setting for uplifting
activities such as athletics and education.

Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 maps the political, cultural, and social dimensions of landscape
design in urban America and offers new insights into the transformation of San Francisco's physical
environment and quality of life through its world-famous park system.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Michaud:

In other case, little people like to read book Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North
American Landscape (Hardcover)). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a new book Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North
American Landscape (Hardcover)). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Aracely Schneider:

The book Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover))
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American Landscape
(Hardcover)) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book
Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Victor Green:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American
Landscape (Hardcover)) as your daily resource information.

Dolores Mann:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Building San Francisco's
Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) which is having the e-book



version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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