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Thirty years after the Iranian Revolution and more than a decade since the events of 2001, the time is right to
examine what the discourse on fundamentalism has achieved and where it might head from here. In this
volume editors Simon A. Wood and David Harrington Watt offer eleven interdisciplinary perspectives
framed by the debate between advocates and critics of the concept of fundamentalism that investigate it with
regard to Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. The essays are integrated through engagement with a common
selection of texts on fundamentalism and a common set of questions about the utility and disadvantages of
the term, its varied application by scholars of particular groups, and the extent to which the term can
encompass a cross-cultural set of religious responses to modernity.
Although the notion of fundamentalism as a global phenomenon dates from around 1980, the term itself
originated in North American Protestantism approximately six decades earlier and acquired pejorative
connotations within five years of its invention. Since the early 1990s, however, many scholars have endorsed
the view that the notion of fundamentalism--as relying on literalist interpretations of the scriptures, firm
commitment to patriarchy, or refusal to confine religious matters to the private sphere--facilitates our
understanding of modern religion by enabling us to identify and label structurally analogous developments in
different religions. Critics of the term have identified problems with it, above all that the idea of global
fundamentalism confuses more than it clarifies and unjustifiably overlooks, downplays, or homogenizes
difference more than it identifies a genuine homogeny.
The editor's rigorous exploration of both the usefulness and the limitations of the concept make it an
excellent counterpoint to the many books that have a great deal to say about the former and very little to say
about the latter. It will also serve as an ideal text for religious studies, history, and anthropology courses that
explore the complex interface between religion and modernity as well as courses on theory and method in
religious studies.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

This book untitled Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies of Comparative Religion)
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.

Janice Oconnell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies of Comparative Religion).

Carolyn Wilson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies of Comparative Religion) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested
History (Studies of Comparative Religion) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Roberta Lawrence:

This Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies of Comparative Religion) is completely
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies of Comparative
Religion) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-



book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.
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