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This book argues that many of the most prominent features of oral epic poetry in a number of traditions can
best be understood as adaptations or stylizations of conversational language use, and advances the claim that
if we can understand how conversation is structured, it will aid our understanding of oral traditions. In this
study that carefully compares the "special grammar" of oral traditions to the "grammar" of everyday
conversation as understood in the field of conversation analysis, Raymond Person demonstrates that
traditional phraseology, including formulaic language, is an adaptation of practices in turn construction in
conversation, such as sound-selection of words and prosody, and that thematic structures are adaptations of
sequence organization in talk-in-interaction. From this he concludes that the "special grammar" of oral
traditions can be understood as an example of institutional talk that exaggerates certain conversational
practices for aesthetic purposes and that draws from cognitive resources found in everyday conversation.
Person’s research will be of interest to conversation analysts as well as literary scholars, especially those
interested in ancient and medieval literature, the comparative study of oral traditions and folklore, and
linguistic approaches to literature. This volume lays the groundwork for further interdisciplinary work
bridging the fields of literature and linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for
Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics). Try to the actual book From Conversation to
Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) as
your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Roberto Reyes:

This book untitled From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions
(Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Joan Myers:

From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in
Rhetoric and Stylistics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest
Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Cummings:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions
(Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with



your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A
Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics). You can more
pleasing than now.
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