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Cities throughout the Roman Empire flourished during the reign of Hadrian (A.D. 117-138), a phenomenon
that not only strengthened and legitimized Roman dominion over its possessions but also revealed Hadrian as
a masterful negotiator of power relationships. In this comprehensive investigation into the vibrant urban life
that existed under Hadrian's rule, Mary T. Boatwright focuses on the emperor's direct interactions with
Rome's cities, exploring the many benefactions for which he was celebrated on coins and in literary works
and inscriptions. Although such evidence is often as imprecise as it is laudatory, its collective analysis,
undertaken for the first time together with all other related material, reveals that over 130 cities received at
least one benefaction directly from Hadrian. The benefactions, mediated by members of the empire's
municipal elite, touched all aspects of urban life; they included imperial patronage of temples and hero
tombs, engineering projects, promotion of athletic and cultural competitions, settlement of boundary
disputes, and remission of taxes.

Even as he manifested imperial benevolence, Hadrian reaffirmed the self-sufficiency and traditions of cities
from Spain to Syria, the major exception being his harsh treatment of Jerusalem, which sparked the Third
Jewish Revolt. Overall, the assembled evidence points to Hadrian's recognition of imperial munificence to
cities as essential to the peace and prosperity of the empire. Boatwright's treatment of Hadrian and Rome's
cities is unique in that it encompasses events throughout the empire, drawing insights from archaeology and
art history as well as literature, economy, and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Braddock:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hadrian and the Cities of
the Roman Empire book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Calvin Baker:

The feeling that you get from Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire is the more deep you looking the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this specific Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire instantly.

Armando Mosley:

This Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire can be among the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Hadrian and the
Cities of the Roman Empire giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Juanita Stoneman:

The reserve with title Hadrian and the Cities of the Roman Empire posesses a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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