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My Buddy: World War II Laid Bare
Off guard: Young World War II allied soldiers laid bare
 
Every harrowing day for a serviceman during World War II was potentially his last. To help bolster troops
against the horrors of combat, commanders encouraged them to form tight “buddy” relationships for
emotional support. Many war buddies, together every moment, and depending on each other to survive,
formed intimate friendships. When they weren’t fighting side by side, they relaxed together, discharging
tension in boisterous—sometimes naked—play. The full extent of nude horseplay among men during World
War II can’t be known, as cameras were rare and film hard to process, but some men did document this
unprecedented male bonding in small, anonymous photos mostly kept hidden away until their deaths.

Los Angeles photographer Michael Stokes has spent years searching out these photos and building an
archive of over 500 images. His collection includes soldiers and sailors from Australia, England,
France, Italy, Poland, Russia, and the USA, cavorting on the sand in the South Pacific, shivering in the
snow of Eastern Europe, posing solo in the barracks, and in great happy groups just about
everywhere. These images show men barely out of boyhood, at their physical peak, responding to the reality
of battle by living each day to the fullest—a side of the war never before made public.

The introduction is by Scotty Bowers, an 89-year-old ex-Marine and author of Full Service, the best-selling
memoir of his sexual exploits in Hollywood, and how the war forever altered his attitudes about gay and
straight, just as these photos may alter our attitudes about World War II and war buddies.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this My Buddy: World War
II Laid Bare.

Susan Dixon:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled My Buddy: World War II Laid Bare can be very good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Teresa Dawkins:

My Buddy: World War II Laid Bare can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing My Buddy: World
War II Laid Bare nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Robert Cox:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific My Buddy: World War II Laid Bare can give you a lot
of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have My Buddy: World War II Laid Bare.
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