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For the Classic Maya, who flourished in and around the Yucatan peninsula in the first millennium AD,
artistic materials were endowed with an internal life. Far from being inert substances, jade, flint, obsidian,
and wood held a vital essence, agency, and even personality. To work with these materials was to coax their
life into full expression and to engage in witty play. Writing, too, could shift from hieroglyphic signs into
vibrant glyphs that sprouted torsos, hands, and feet. Appearing to sing, grapple, and feed, they effectively
blurred the distinction between text and image.
 
In this first full study of the nature of Maya materials and animism, renowned Mayanist scholar Stephen
Houston provides startling insights into a Pre-Columbian worldview that dramatically contrasts with western
perspectives. Illustrated with more than one hundred photographs, images, and drawings, this beautifully
written book reveals the Maya quest for transcendence in the face of inevitable death and decay.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

The book The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter of Permanence has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after looking over this book.

Harry Barnes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare
time, the book you have read is actually The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter of Permanence.

Alexander Goodman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter of Permanence
can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Life Within: Classic Maya and
the Matter of Permanence.

Tommy Worm:

You can obtain this The Life Within: Classic Maya and the Matter of Permanence by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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