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The crippling custom of footbinding is the thematic touchstone for Judy Yung's engrossing study of Chinese
American women during the first half of the twentieth century. Using this symbol of subjugation to examine
social change in the lives of these women, she shows the stages of "unbinding" that occurred in the decades
between the turn of the century and the end of World War II.

The setting for this captivating history is San Francisco, which had the largest Chinese population in the
United States. Yung, a second-generation Chinese American born and raised in San Francisco, uses an
impressive range of sources to tell her story. Oral history interviews, previously unknown autobiographies,
both English- and Chinese-language newspapers, government census records, and exceptional photographs
from public archives and private collections combine to make this a richly human document as well as an
illuminating treatise on race, gender, and class dynamics.

While presenting larger social trends Yung highlights the many individual experiences of Chinese American
women, and her skill as an oral history interviewer gives this work an immediacy that is poignant and
effective. Her analysis of intraethnic class rifts—a major gap in ethnic history—sheds important light on the
difficulties that Chinese American women faced in their own communities. Yung provides a more accurate
view of their lives than has existed before, revealing the many ways that these women—rather than being
passive victims of oppression—were active agents in the making of their own history.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San
Francisco.

David Musick:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco.

Cory Marshall:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in San Francisco.

Peter Robey:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Unbound Feet: A Social History
of Chinese Women in San Francisco to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chinese Women in
San Francisco can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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