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Summary

Ivan Ilyich lives a carefree life that is "most simple and most ordinary and therefore most terrible". Like
everyone he knows, he spends his life climbing the social ladder. Enduring marriage to a woman whom he
often finds too demanding, he works his way up to be a magistrate, thanks to the influence he has over a
friend who has just been promoted, focusing more on his work as his family life becomes less tolerable.
While hanging curtains for his new home one day, he falls awkwardly and hurts his side. Though he does not
think much of it at first, he begins to suffer from a pain in his side. As his discomfort grows, his behavior
towards his family becomes more irritable. His wife finally insists that he visit a physician. The physician
cannot pinpoint the source of his malady, but soon it becomes clear that his condition is terminal. Confronted
with his diagnosis, Ivan attempts every remedy he can to obtain a cure for his worsening situation until the
pain grows so intense he is forced to cease working and spend the remainder of his days in bed. Here, he is
brought face to face with his mortality, and realizes that although he knows of it, he does not truly grasp it.
During the long and painful process of death, Ivan dwells on the idea that he does not deserve his suffering
because he has lived rightly. If he had not lived a good life, there could be a reason for his pain; but he has,
so pain and death must be arbitrary and senseless. As he begins to hate his family for avoiding the subject of
his death, for pretending he is only sick and not dying, he finds his only comfort in his peasant boy servant
Gerasim, the only person in Ivan's life who does not fear death, and also the only one who, apart from his
own son, shows compassion for him. Ivan begins to question whether he has, in fact, lived a good life.
In the final days of his life, Ivan makes a clear split between an artificial life, such as his own, which masks
the true meaning of life and makes one fear death, and an authentic life, the life of Gerasim. Authentic life is
marked by compassion and sympathy; the artificial life by self-interest. Then "some force" strikes Ivan in the
chest and side, and he is brought into the presence of a bright light. His hand falls onto his nearby son's head,
and Ivan pities his son. He no longer hates his daughter or wife, but rather feels pity for them, and hopes his
death will release them. In so doing, his terror of death leaves him, and as Tolstoy suggests, death itself
disappears.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

This The Death of Ivan Ilyich book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Death
of Ivan Ilyich without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Death of Ivan Ilyich can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Death of
Ivan Ilyich having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

David Ramos:

Typically the book The Death of Ivan Ilyich will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book The Death of Ivan Ilyich is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Candy Smith:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Death of Ivan
Ilyich, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Debbie Gray:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Death of Ivan Ilyich is simple to deliver
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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