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In 1949 Simone de Beauvoir asked, “What does it mean to be a woman?” Her answer to that question
inaugurated a radical transformation of the meaning of “woman” that defined the direction of subsequent
feminist theory. What Beauvoir discovered is that it is impossible to define “woman” as an equal human
being in our philosophical and political tradition. Her effort to redefine “woman” outside these parameters
set feminist theory on a path of radical transformation. The feminist theorists who wrote in the wake of
Beauvoir’s work followed that path.
 
Susan Hekman’s original and highly engaging new book traces the evolution of “woman” from Beauvoir to
the present. In a comprehensive synthesis of a number of feminist theorists she covers French feminist
thinkers Luce Irigaray and Helene Cixous as well as theorists such as Carol Gilligan, Carole Pateman and
Judith Butler. The book examines the relational self, feminist liberalism and Marxism, as well as feminist
theories of race and ethnicity, radical feminism, postmodern feminism and material feminism. Hekman
argues that the effort to redefine “woman” in the course of feminist theory is a cumulative process in which
each approach builds on that which has gone before. Although they have approached “woman” from
different perspectives, feminist theorists has moved beyond the negative definition of our tradition to a new
concept that continues to evolve.
 
The Feminine Subject is a remarkably succinct yet wide-ranging analysis which will appeal to all feminist
scholars and students as well as anyone interested in the changing nature of feminism since the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Feminine Subject to
read.

Rachel Garber:

The e-book with title The Feminine Subject posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Patricia Frazier:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Feminine
Subject, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Lillie Rose:

This The Feminine Subject is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Feminine Subject in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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