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A critical rethinking of theories of national imagination, The Dawn That Never Comes offers the most
detailed reading to date in English of one of modern Japan's most influential poets and novelists, Shimazaki
Toson (1872–1943). It also reveals how Toson's works influenced the production of a fluid, shifting form of
national imagination that has characterized twentieth-century Japan.

Analyzing Toson's major works, Michael K. Bourdaghs demonstrates that the construction of national
imagination requires a complex interweaving of varied?and sometimes contradictory?figures for imagining
the national community. Many scholars have shown, for example, that modern hygiene has functioned in
nationalist thought as a method of excluding foreign others as diseased. This study explores the multiple
images of illness appearing in Toson's fiction to demonstrate that hygiene employs more than one model of
pathology, and it reveals how this multiplicity functioned to produce the combinations of exclusion and
assimilation required to sustain a sense of national community.

Others have argued that nationalism is inherently ambivalent and self-contradictory; Bourdaghs shows more
concretely both how this is so and why it is necessary and provides, in the process, a new way of thinking
about national imagination. Individual chapters take up such issues as modern medicine and the discourses of
national health; ideologies of the family and its representation in modern literary works; the gendering of the
canon of national literature; and the multiple forms of space and time that narratives of national history
require.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Dawn That Never Comes: Shimazaki Toson and
Japanese Nationalism (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Harriette Corwin:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Dawn That Never Comes: Shimazaki Toson and Japanese Nationalism (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Dawn That
Never Comes: Shimazaki Toson and Japanese Nationalism (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
Dawn That Never Comes: Shimazaki Toson and Japanese Nationalism (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Shea Cross:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Dawn That Never Comes: Shimazaki Toson
and Japanese Nationalism (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Juan Hinkson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Dawn That Never Comes: Shimazaki Toson and Japanese Nationalism (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) when you necessary it?
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