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“Chicago is a city of skyscrapers. New York is not. New York is a city that's a huge rock that has been
carved out to make streets. [Gordon] Bunshaft was always jealous when he came to Chicago because he
could stand and see the buildings. In New York, you can't do that. You have to be miles away to see the
buildings.” – Bruce Graham, architect

Walking around Chicago today, it’s easy to forget about its past as a rural frontier, and that’s due in no small
part to the way Chicago responded to the Great Fire of 1871. Immediately after the fire, Chicago encouraged
inhabitants and architects to build over the ruins, spurring creative architecture with elaborate designs, and
architects descended upon the city for the opportunity to rebuild the area. Over the next few decades,
Chicago had been rebuilt with the country’s most modern architecture and monuments, and the Windy City’s
skyscrapers reached over 20 stories by the early 20th century, but it wouldn’t take long for the city to turn its
early skyscrapers into things of the past. Burnham’s 22 story high Masonic Temple Building, once the tallest
building in the world, was demolished in favor of buildings that were twice as tall.

The early skyscrapers that still stand look like antiques compared to Chicago’s current skyline, because
during the mid-20th century, architects built dozens of much taller buildings throughout Chicago, often
constructing these enormous structures in less than a decade. In 1968, builders finished the John Hancock
Center, the first building in Chicago to reach 100 stories, but Chicago’s skyline gained its most iconic feature
in 1973, the year the completed Sears Tower became the tallest building in the world.

Though it’s technically named the Willis Tower today, Chicago’s landmark is still best known as the Sears
Tower, and Sears got a lot of bang for its buck. The Sears Tower only took two years to build at a cost of
about $150 million, and it is still the second tallest building in America, a fact Chicagoans sharply debate
after the Sears Tower was judged to be shorter than New York City’s new Freedom Tower. In 1969, Sears
wanted to create a large office space for its employees in the city, and they commissioned the firm Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill to design and build the structure. The firm conceived of the now famous design, in which
the first 50 stories of the structure were connected by what are essentially nine separate tube shaped
buildings. After the 50th story, seven of the nine tubes rise up to the 90th floor. From there, only two tubes
rise to the building’s 108th floor. This design gives the Sears Tower the appearance of a large building at
ground level that gradually tapers off into a thinner rectangle at the top.

Naturally, the size and shape of the Sears Tower have made it an inviting target for daredevils who like to
climb skyscrapers and other tall structures. In 1981, Dan Goodwin used suction cups to help him climb the
building and avoid authorities who tried to stop him. For added effect, Goodwin was wearing a Spider-Man
suit. Even more impressively, in 1999 Frenchman Alain Robert climbed the building with his bare hands and
climbing shoes. Of course, people looking for a safer way to the top can ride elevators to an observation deck



on the 103rd floor, and over a million people choose this option each year.

The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago’s Most Iconic Landmark chronicles the construction and history of
the Windy City’s most famous building. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you
will learn about the Sears Tower like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

The event that you get from The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark is the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark instantly.

Gene Kistler:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark as your
daily resource information.

Solomon Steward:

You can obtain this The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.

Lois Hernandez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Sears Tower: The History
of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark.



Download and Read Online The Sears Tower: The History of
Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark Charles River Editors
#72DCVFA0YM1



Read The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic
Landmark by Charles River Editors for online ebook

The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by Charles River Editors Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by
Charles River Editors books to read online.

Online The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by Charles
River Editors ebook PDF download

The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by Charles River Editors Doc

The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by Charles River Editors Mobipocket

The Sears Tower: The History of Chicago's Most Iconic Landmark by Charles River Editors EPub


