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While the success of Disneyland is largely credited to Walt and Roy Disney, there was a third, mostly
forgotten dynamo instrumental to the development of the park?fast-talking Texan C. V. Wood. Three Years
in Wonderland presents the never-before-told, full story of “the happiest place on earth.” Using information
from over one hundred unpublished interviews, Todd James Pierce lays down the arc of Disneyland’s
development from an idea to a paragon of entertainment.

In the early 1950s, the Disney brothers hired Wood and his team to develop a feasibility study for an
amusement park Walt wanted to build in southern California. “Woody” quickly became a central figure. In
1954, Roy Disney hired him as Disneyland’s first official employee, its first general manager, and appointed
him vice president of Disneyland, Inc., where his authority was exceeded only by Walt. A brilliant project
manager, Wood was also a con man of sorts. Previously, he had forged his university diploma. A smooth-
talker drawn to Hollywood, the first general manager of Disneyland valued money over art. As relations
soured between Wood and the Disney brothers, Wood found creative ways to increase his income,
leveraging his position for personal fame. Eventually, tensions at the Disney park reached a boiling point,
with Walt demanding he be fired.

In compelling detail, Three Years in Wonderland lays out the struggles and rewards of building the world’s
first cinematic theme park and convincing the American public that a $17 million amusement park was the
ideal place for a family vacation. The early experience of Walt Disney, Roy Disney, and C. V. Wood is one
of the most captivating untold stories in the history of Hollywood. Pierce interviewed dozens of individuals
who enjoyed long careers at the Walt Disney Company as well as dozens of individuals who?like C. V.
Wood?helped develop the park but then left the company for good once the park was finished. Through
much research and many interviews, Three Years in Wonderland offers readers a rare opportunity to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with the men and women who built the best-known theme park in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Dildy:

The actual book Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of the
Great American Theme Park has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Marie Brenneman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney
Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of the Great American Theme Park can give you a lot of close friends
because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? Let's have Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the
Making of the Great American Theme Park.

Charles Branch:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of
the Great American Theme Park was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Annis Blank:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching
from it. It is called of book Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making
of the Great American Theme Park. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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