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Sister—as she was always called by family and friends—was born Dorothy May Kinnicutt into a patrician
New York family in 1910 and spent her privileged early life at the right schools, yacht clubs, and coming-out
parties. Compelled to work during the lean years of the Depression, Sister combined her innate design ability
with her upper-echelon social connections to create an extraordinarily successful interior decorating
business. The Parish-Hadley firm’s list of clients reads like an American Who’s Who, starting with Astors,
Kennedys, Paleys, Rockefellers, and Whitneys. She helped Jacqueline Kennedy transform the White House
from a fusty hodge-podge into a historically authentic symbol of American elegance. For her clients, she was
an indispensable presence, both in their salons and designing them. Sister’s style, marked by cozy, airy,
colorful, but understated elegance, came to be known as "American country," and its influence continues to
this day.

Compiled by Apple Parish Bartlett (one of Sister’s daughters) and Susan Bartlett Crater (a granddaughter)
from Sister’s own unpublished memoirs, as well as from hundreds of interviews with family members,
friends, staff, world-renowned interior designers (Mark Hampton, Mario Buatta, Keith Irvine, Bunny
Williams, and her long-time partner Albert Hadley, among many others), and clients (Annette de la Renta,
Glenn Bernbaum, Mrs. Thomas Watson, et al.), Sister Parish takes the reader right into the houses—and the
lives—of some of the most fascinating and famous people of this inimitable woman’s time.

Long out of print, this acclaimed biography—a New York Times Notable Book—of the doyenne of American
interior design is once again available to acquaint a whole new generation of designers and design lovers
with the charismatic woman who redefined interior design in America. Fully updated, the revised edition
features a new Foreword by Albert Hadley and an Appreciation by Bunny Williams, who began her career at
Parish-Hadley.

A New York Times Notable Book
Praise for Sister Parish:

"Sister Parish’s reminiscences, along with those of her friends and admirers, bear a remarkable
resemblance to what one remembers about her interior decorating—warm, personable, cozy,
thoughtful, harmonious, satisfying, impeccable. An enchanting compilation."—George Plimpton
"In my novel People Like Us, I based the character of the famous society decorator Cora Mandell on
Sister Parish. Apple Parish Bartlett and Susan Bartlett Crater have presented a loving portrait of her,
as well as a superb social history of her era."—Dominick Dunne
"If you love design, history and a good biography, you are sure to enjoy this book!"—Annechovie blog

"What makes this biography so enjoyable is that it compiles Sister's own unpublished memoirs with
stories from family members, friends, staff, clients and world-renowned interior designers. . . . All
generations of decorators and designers will appreciate this look at the life of this American icon."
—From the Right Bank blog



"Compiled from Sister's unpublished memoirs and augmented by many interviews with friends,
family, staff and fellow design icons, it is a wonderful insider look at an era and a life." —Quintessence
blog

"This book is a MUST HAVE for any design library of substance or design student." —Architect
Design blog
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From reader reviews:

Mary Kenney:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Sister
Parish: The Life of the Legendary American Interior Designer book as beginning and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Christina McMullen:

The e-book with title Sister Parish: The Life of the Legendary American Interior Designer includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Kori Pierson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
publication. The book Sister Parish: The Life of the Legendary American Interior Designer it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Shea Cross:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Sister Parish: The Life of the Legendary American Interior Designer was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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