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Today, a scientific explanation is not meant to ascribe agency to natural phenomena: we would not say a
rock falls because it seeks the center of the earth. Even for living things, in the natural sciences and often in
the social sciences, the same is true. A modern botanist would not say that plants pursue sunlight. This has
not always been the case, nor, perhaps, was it inevitable. Since the seventeenth century, many thinkers have
made agency, in various forms, central to science.

The Restless Clock examines the history of this principle, banning agency, in the life sciences. It also tells the
story of dissenters embracing the opposite idea: that agency is essential to nature. The story begins with the
automata of early modern Europe, as models for the new science of living things, and traces questions of
science and agency through Descartes, Leibniz, Lamarck, and Darwin, among many others. Mechanist
science, Jessica Riskin shows, had an associated theology: the argument from design, which found evidence
for a designer in the mechanisms of nature. Rejecting such appeals to a supernatural God, the dissenters
sought to naturalize agency rather than outsourcing it to a “divine engineer.” Their model cast living things
not as passive but as active, self-making machines.

The conflict between passive- and active-mechanist approaches maintains a subterranean life in current
science, shaping debates in fields such as evolutionary biology, cognitive science, and artificial intelligence.
This history promises not only to inform such debates, but also our sense of the possibilities for what it
means to engage in science—and even what it means to be alive.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hartung:

The reserve untitled The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes
Living Things Tick is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Restless
Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Cynthia Necaise:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Restless Clock: A
History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick, you may enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Stephen Mosley:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things
Tick can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Louella Rape:

The book untitled The Restless Clock: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living
Things Tick contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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