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In this vivid and brilliant biography, David Stewart describes Aaron Burr, the third vice president, as
a daring and perhaps deluded figure who shook the nation’s foundations in its earliest, most
vulnerable decades.

In 1805, the United States was not twenty years old, an unformed infant. The government consisted of a few
hundred people. The immense frontier swallowed up a tiny army of 3,300 soldiers. Following the Louisiana
Purchase, no one even knew where the nation’s western border lay. Secessionist sentiment flared in New
England and beyond the Appalachians.

Burr had challenged Jefferson, his own running mate, in the presidential election of 1800. Indicted for
murder in the dueling death of Alexander Hamilton in 1804, he dreamt huge dreams. He imagined an
insurrection in New Orleans, a private invasion of Spanish Mexico and Florida, and a great empire rising on
the Gulf of Mexico, which would swell when America’s western lands seceded from the Union. For two
years, Burr pursued this audacious dream, enlisting support from the General-in-Chief of the Army, a paid
agent of the Spanish king, and from other western leaders, including Andrew Jackson. When the army chief
double-crossed Burr, Jefferson finally roused himself and ordered Burr prosecuted for treason.

The trial featured the nation’s finest lawyers before the greatest judge in our history, Chief Justice John
Marshall, Jefferson’s distant cousin and determined adversary. It became a contest over the nation’s identity:
Should individual rights be sacrificed to punish a political apostate who challenged the nation’s very
existence? In a revealing reversal of political philosophies, Jefferson championed government power over
individual rights, while Marshall shielded the nation’s most notorious defendant. By concealing evidence,
appealing to the rule of law, and exploiting the weaknesses of the government’s case, Burr won his freedom.

Afterwards Burr left for Europe to pursue an equally outrageous scheme to liberate Spain’s American
colonies, but finding no European sponsor, he returned to America and lived to an unrepentant old age.

Stewart’s vivid account of Burr’s tumultuous life offers a rare and eye-opening description of the brand-new
nation struggling to define itself.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's
America. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Beverly Brown:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to
Jefferson's America book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

David Waymire:

This book untitled American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Pamela Eckert:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
American Emperor: Aaron Burr's Challenge to Jefferson's America can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.
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