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In 2001, at forty-seven, Thomas DeWolf was astounded to discover that he was related to the most
successful slave-trading family in American history, responsible for transporting at least 10,000 Africans to
the Americas. His infamous ancestor, U.S. senator James DeWolf of Bristol, Rhode Island, curried favor
with President Thomas Jefferson to continue in the trade after it was outlawed. When James DeWolf died in
1837, he was the second-richest man in America.

When Katrina Browne, Thomas DeWolf's cousin, learned about their family's history, she resolved to
confront it head-on, producing and directing a documentary feature film, Traces of the Trade: A Story from
the Deep North. The film is an official selection of the 2008 Sundance Film Festival.

Inheriting the Trade is Tom DeWolf's powerful and disarmingly honest memoir of the journey in which ten
family members retraced the steps of their ancestors and uncovered the hidden history of New England and
the other northern states.

Their journey through the notorious Triangle Trade-from New England to West Africa to Cuba-proved life-
altering, forcing DeWolf to face the horrors of slavery directly for the first time. It also inspired him to
contend with the complicated legacy that continues to affect black and white Americans, Africans, and
Cubans today.

Inheriting the Trade reveals that the North's involvement in slavery was as common as the South's. Not only
were black people enslaved in the North for over two hundred years, but the vast majority of all slave trading
in America was done by northerners. Remarkably, half of all North American voyages involved in the slave
trade originated in Rhode Island, and all the northern states benefited.

With searing candor, DeWolf tackles both the internal and external challenges of his journey-writing frankly
about feelings of shame, white male privilege, the complicity of churches, America's historic amnesia
regarding slavery-and our nation's desperate need for healing. An urgent call for meaningful and honest
dialogue, Inheriting the Trade illuminates a path toward a more hopeful future and provides a persuasive
argument that the legacy of slavery isn't merely a southern issue but an enduring American one.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Velez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-
Trading Dynasty in U.S. History.

Carrie Wakefield:

The book Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading
Dynasty in U.S. History can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the good thing like a book Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as
the Largest Slave-Trading Dynasty in U.S. History? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading
Dynasty in U.S. History has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jacqueline Harding:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Inheriting the
Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading Dynasty in U.S. History
suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading Dynasty in U.S.
Historyis a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Jacki Warner:

This Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading Dynasty in
U.S. History is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately
using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you



can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts
Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading Dynasty in U.S. History in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment
right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
in which?
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