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Modern war is law pursued by other means. Once a bit player in military conflict, law now shapes the
institutional, logistical, and physical landscape of war. At the same time, law has become a political and
ethical vocabulary for marking legitimate power and justifiable death. As a result, the battlespace is as
legally regulated as the rest of modern life. In Of War and Law, David Kennedy examines this important
development, retelling the history of modern war and statecraft as a tale of the changing role of law and the
dramatic growth of law's power. Not only a restraint and an ethical yardstick, law can also be a weapon--a
strategic partner, a force multiplier, and an excuse for terrifying violence.

Kennedy focuses on what can go wrong when humanitarian and military planners speak the same legal
language--wrong for humanitarianism, and wrong for warfare. He argues that law has beaten ploughshares
into swords while encouraging the bureaucratization of strategy and leadership. A culture of rules has eroded
the experience of personal decision-making and responsibility among soldiers and statesmen alike. Kennedy
urges those inside and outside the military who wish to reduce the ferocity of battle to understand the new
roles--and the limits--of law. Only then will we be able to revitalize our responsibility for war.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Of War and
Law? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Simpson:

The book Of War and Law gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Of War and Law to be your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Of War and Law. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Victor Smith:

The experience that you get from Of War and Law could be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Of War and Law giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
specific Of War and Law instantly.

Norma Wilson:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Of War and Law we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Of War and Law. You can more
inviting than now.
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