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What is humanism and why does it matter? Is there any doctrine every humanist must hold? If it rejects
religion, what does it offer in its place? Have the twentieth century’s crimes against humanity spelled the end
for humanism?

On Humanism is a timely and powerfully argued philosophical defence of humanism. It is also an
impassioned plea that we turn to ourselves, not religion, if we want to answer Socrates’ age-old question:
what is the best kind of life to lead? Although humanism has much in common with science, Richard
Norman shows that it is far from a denial of the more mysterious, fragile side of being human. He deals with
big questions such as Darwinism and ‘creation science’, matter and consciousness, euthanasia and abortion,
and then argues that it is ultimately through the human capacity for art, literature and the imagination that
humanism is a powerful alternative to religious belief.

This revised second edition includes a new chapter on the debates between ‘the New Atheists’ such as
Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens and their religious critics, asking why the two sides in the debate
so often seem to be talking past one another, and suggesting how the conversation could be made more
fruitful.

Richard Norman is a committed humanist and the author of many books including The Moral Philosophers
and Ethics, Killing and War. He was formerly Professor of Philosophy at the University of Kent, Canterbury
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From reader reviews:

Lois Hernandez:

The book On Humanism (Thinking in Action) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book On Humanism (Thinking in Action)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book On Humanism (Thinking in Action)
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Clarence Cobb:

The reason why? Because this On Humanism (Thinking in Action) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Ina French:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be read. On Humanism (Thinking in Action) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who
have those short free time problems.

Sara Matthews:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like On Humanism (Thinking in Action) which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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