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Michèle Lamont takes us into the world inhabited by working-class men--the world as they understand it.
Interviewing black and white working-class men who, because they are not college graduates, have limited
access to high-paying jobs and other social benefits, she constructs a revealing portrait of how they see
themselves and the rest of society.

Morality is at the center of these workers' worlds. They find their identity and self-worth in their ability to
discipline themselves and conduct responsible but caring lives. These moral standards function as an
alternative to economic definitions of success, offering them a way to maintain dignity in an out-of-reach
American dreamland. But these standards also enable them to draw class boundaries toward the poor and, to
a lesser extent, the upper half. Workers also draw rigid racial boundaries, with white workers placing
emphasis on the "disciplined self" and blacks on the "caring self." Whites thereby often construe blacks as
morally inferior because they are lazy, while blacks depict whites as domineering, uncaring, and overly
disciplined.

This book also opens up a wider perspective by examining American workers in comparison with French
workers, who take the poor as "part of us" and are far less critical of blacks than they are of upper-middle-
class people and immigrants. By singling out different "moral offenders" in the two societies, workers reveal
contrasting definitions of "cultural membership" that help us understand and challenge the forms of
inequality found in both societies.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Pearson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Dignity of Working Men:
Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Jenna Springer:

Beside that The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the
Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen
if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Pandora Rice:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class, and
Immigration can make you sense more interested to read.

John Coffin:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring
us to around the world. From the book The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race,
Class, and Immigration we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person
must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt



to change your life at this book The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of Race, Class,
and Immigration. You can more appealing than now.
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