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“I got there first with the most men.” – Nathan Bedford Forrest
Despite the fact that the Civil War was fought nearly 150 years ago, it remains a polarizing topic for the
country to this day. And nowhere is this more evident than in the life and legacy of Confederate Lieutenant
General Nathan Bedford Forrest, the war’s most controversial soldier.
When the war broke out, Forrest enlisted in the army and was instructed to raise a battalion of cavalry. A
self-made man with no formal military training, Forrest spent the entire war fighting in the Western theater,
becoming the only individual in the war to rise from the rank of Private to Lieutenant General. By the end of
the war, Forrest was known throughout the South as the “Wizard of the Saddle,” and anecdotes of his
prowess in battle were legendary. In addition to being injured multiple times in battle, Forrest has been
credited with having killed 30 Union soldiers in combat and having 29 horses shot out from under him.
Northerners weren’t the only ones who felt his wrath; Forrest famously feuded with several commanding
officers and notoriously killed an artillery commander in his unit after a verbal confrontation spiraled out of
control.
History has properly accorded Forrest his place as one of the most courageous soldiers of the Civil War, and
Forrest attained a number of command successes in the Western theater of the war. But Forrest was also at
the head of Confederate troops accused of massacring a Union garrison comprised mostly of black soldiers at
Fort Pillow, and he was also a prominent slave trader, an overt racist, and likely a leader of the Ku Klux Klan
after the Civil War. When he died in 1877, in part due to various war wounds, he was the nation’s most
notorious unreconstructed rebel. Ashdown and Caudill, authors of The Myth of Nathan Bedford Forrest,
write that the story of Forrest “embraces violence, race, realism, sectionalism, politics, reconciliation, and
repentance.”
With these characteristics, it has proven almost impossible for any American to have a neutral view of
Forrest, and it has been even harder to ignore him. Subsequently, Forrest’s image has vacillated from
celebrated to reviled, sometimes both at the same time, over the last 150 years, as the numerous and notable
aspects of Forrest’s life and legacy were considered by different people at different times.
The Wizard of the Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of Nathan Bedford Forrest traces his life and
Civil War record in the first part, detailing both his wild successes and his biggest controversies. The second
part looks at how Forrest’s legacy has been interpreted in the North and South since the end of the war, and
how it fits within the context of Civil War memory and historiography as a whole, showing how Americans’
opinions of Forrest have changed over time in conjunction with how the war and its aftermath were viewed.
Along with pictures of Forrest and other important people, places and events in his life, you will learn about
the Wizard of the Saddle like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Tanya Minor:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Wizard of the Saddle: The Battle over the Life
and Legacy of Nathan Bedford Forrest. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a book The Wizard of the Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of
Nathan Bedford Forrest. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Cheri Whaley:

Here thing why this specific The Wizard of the Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of Nathan
Bedford Forrest are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Wizard of the
Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of Nathan Bedford Forrest giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Wizard of the
Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of Nathan Bedford Forrest. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Wizard of
the Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of Nathan Bedford Forrest in e-book can be your alternate.

Shea Cross:

The publication with title The Wizard of the Saddle: The Battle over the Life and Legacy of Nathan Bedford
Forrest posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jon Watson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Wizard of the Saddle: The Battle
over the Life and Legacy of Nathan Bedford Forrest is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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