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John Taylor Gatto’s Weapons of Mass Instruction, now available in paperback, focuses on mechanisms of
traditional education that cripple imagination, discourage critical thinking, and create a false view of learning
as a byproduct of rote-memorization drills. Gatto’s earlier book, Dumbing Us Down, introduced the now-
famous expression of the title into the common vernacular. Weapons of Mass Instruction adds another
chilling metaphor to the brief against conventional schooling.

Gatto demonstrates that the harm school inflicts is rational and deliberate. The real function of pedagogy, he
argues, is to render the common population manageable. To that end, young people must be conditioned to
rely upon experts, to remain divided from natural alliances, and to accept disconnections from their own
lived experiences. They must at all costs be discouraged from developing self-reliance and independence.

Escaping this trap requires strategy Gatto calls “open source learning” which imposes no artificial divisions
between learning and life. Through this alternative approach, our children can avoid being
indoctrinated—only then that can they achieve self-knowledge, judgment, and courage.

John Taylor Gatto is an internationally renowned speaker who lectures widely on school reform. He taught
for thirty years in public schools before resigning on the op-ed pages of The Wall Street Journal during the
year he was named New York’s official “Teacher of the Year.” On April 3, 2008, the Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard credited Gatto with adding the expression “dumbing us down” to the school debate
worldwide.
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From reader reviews:

John Jones:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Weapons of Mass Instruction: A
Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling book as basic and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Antonette Schneider:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition details. Even you love Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's Journey
Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Georgia Evans:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Weapons of Mass Instruction: A
Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark World of Compulsory Schooling reserve written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark
World of Compulsory Schooling as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Jessie Davis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this Weapons of Mass Instruction: A Schoolteacher's Journey Through the Dark World
of Compulsory Schooling can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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