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Most six-year-olds can't wait to go to school on that first day in September. It's a sign of coming of age. They
get to go to school like the big kids. For an alarmingly large number of these children, however, boredom,
anxiety, and fear of learning quickly set in.

This happens because societies build schools that achieve much less than they promise, are frustrating for
students, and generally fail to help children become adults who can think for themselves. The development
of flexible, inquiring minds has rarely been the primary consideration in the design of educational systems.
Making students into proper members of society has usually been of much greater concern than developing
students who are creative thinkers. Today's schools are organized around yesterday's ideas, needs, and
resources.

The purpose of this volume is to raise consciousness about the changes needed in the educational system. It
is concerned with what is wrong with the educational system and how to improve it. It presents a pragmatic
view of what education could be through the use of computer technology -- technology permitting us to
pursue the radical notion that children must be allowed to guide their own education because interested
learners learn more. Children can and will become voracious learners if they are in charge of their own
education. This does not mean letting them play video games all day, but it does mean allowing them to
pursue the intellectual goals that interest them, rather than being force-fed knowledge according to someone
else's schedule. The school system must face the responsibility of creating learning environments that are so
much fun that children cannot wait to get up in the morning and go to school.

This volume describes the progress being made at The Institute for the Learning Sciences using computers to
provide motivating environments for learning -- environments that enable students to explore new worlds,
and learn things by doing them. This technology will allow society to support what is one of the most
important parts of a good educational system: the cultivation of individual initiative in students. This text
documents the authors' work from the cognitive psychology which underlies it on through to guided tours of
a number of the software learning environments they've developed.

The CD ROM version of Engines for Education illustrates the types of innovative education software being
developed at the Institute for the Learning Sciences at Northwestern University. In addition to providing
tours of seven different ILS programs, the CD ROM itself provides an example of a new form of hypermedia
system developed at ILS. Containing the complete text of the book with full-text search, the CD ROM
enables readers to move fluidly between pages as they would with a traditional book; it also engages the
reader through question-answer interactions with the system.

Hardware Requirements: Macintosh (not a Macintosh Power PC) with 16M of RAM (13M of free RAM)
and a CD ROM Drive.
Software Requirements: System 7 (or later version) and Quicktime.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

The experience that you get from Engines for Education could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but Engines for Education giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this particular Engines for Education instantly.

Barbara Gunter:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this Engines for Education.

Michael Castillo:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Engines for Education it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Jamie Durbin:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is Engines for Education. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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