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In 2005 Margaret Jones Bolsterli learned that her great-great-grandfather was a free mulatto named Jordan
Chavis, who owned an antebellum plantation near Vicksburg, Mississippi. The news was a shock; Bolsterli
had heard about the plantation in family stories told during her Arkansas Delta childhood, but Chavis’s name
and race had never been mentioned. With further exploration Bolsterli found that when Chavis’s children
crossed the Mississippi River between 1859 and 1875 for exile in Arkansas, they passed into the white
world, leaving the family’s racial history completely behind.

Kaleidoscope is the story of this discovery, and it is the story, too, of the rise and fall of the Chavis fortunes
in Mississippi, from the family’s first appearance on a frontier farm in 1829 to ownership of over a thousand
acres and the slaves to work them by 1860. Bolsterli learns that in the 1850s, when all free colored people
were ordered to leave Mississippi or be enslaved, Jordan Chavis’s white neighbors successfully petitioned
the legislature to allow him to remain, unmolested, even as three of his sons and a daughter moved to
Arkansas and Illinois. She learns about the agility with which the old man balanced on a tightrope over chaos
to survive the war and then take advantage of the opportunities of newly awarded citizenship during
Reconstruction. The story ends with the family’s loss of everything in the 1870s, after one of the exiled sons
returns to Mississippi to serve in the Reconstruction legislature and a grandson attempts unsuccessfully to
retain possession of the land. In Kaleidoscope, long-silenced truths are revealed, inviting questions about
how attitudes toward race might have been different in the family and in America if the truth about this
situation and thousands of others like it could have been told before.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree content conveys the thought easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means
of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Celia Robertson:

The reason why? Because this Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Russell Stringer:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree provide you with a new experience in examining a
book.

Eli Benton:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an
American Family Tree which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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