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The mining of diamonds, their trading mechanisms, their financial institutions, and, not least, their cultural
expressions as luxury items have engaged the work of historians, economists, social scientists, and
international relations experts. Based on previously unexamined historical documents found in archives in
Belgium, England, Israel, the Netherlands, and the United States, this book is the first in English to tell the
story of the formation of one of the world's main strongholds of diamond production and trade in Palestine
during the 1930s and 1940s. The history of the diamond-cutting industry, characterized by a long-standing
Jewish presence, is discussed as a social history embedded in the international political economy of its times;
the genesis of the industry in Palestine is placed on a broad continuum within the geographic and economic
dislocations of Dutch, Belgian, and German diamond-cutting centers. In providing a micro-historical and
interdisciplinary perspective, the story of the diamond industry in Mandate Palestine proposes a more
nuanced picture of the uncritical approach to the strict boundaries of ethnic-based occupational communities.
This book unravels the Middle-eastern pattern of state intervention in the empowerment of private capital
and recasts this craft culture's inseparability from international politics during a period of war and
transformation of empire.

David De Vries is an Associate Professor at the Department of Labor Studies at Tel Aviv University, Israel.
He studied history at the LSE and Warwick University. A social historian, his primary research interests are
modern labor and business history of Palestine and Israel. His publications include Idealism and Bureaucracy
in 1920s Palestine: The Origins of 'Red Haifa' (1999, in Hebrew) and Dock Workers: International
Explorations in Labor History, 1790-1970 (2000, co-edited). Currently he is writing on strikes in Israeli
history and is involved in a project on new perspectives in the business history of the modern Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Smith:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and
Labor in British-Ruled Palestine. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Loren Benton:

This Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine usually are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and
Labor in British-Ruled Palestine can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled
Palestine forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Allen Grimm:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Diamonds and War: State, Capital,
and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Diamonds
and War: State, Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine as good book not simply by the cover but also
by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Floyd Brown:

You can find this Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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