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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,0, University of Kassel (Linguistik - Semiotik ), course: Signs and Metasigns, Sense and Nonsense
in Lewis Carroll's Alice Books, language: English, abstract: Charles Lutwidge Dodgson aka Lewis Carroll
plays with language conventions in his books about Alice, a seven year-old girl who experiences the
madness of Wonderland and the Looking-Glass World. As a logician and mathematician, he also had an
interest in the logic of language systems: "He invented a great many mathematical and word puzzles, cipher
methods [...]" (Gardner 2001: xviii). According to Auden (cited in Drews 1975: 351), "eine der wichtigsten
und mächtigsten Figuren" in Carroll's Alice books "ist nicht eine Person, sondern die englische Sprache". By
breaking the rules of language we are accustomed to, Carroll draws the reader's attention to the
conversational rules and standards that are unconsciously applied in everyday speech. As a result, the reader
becomes aware of the underlying structures of a language system. Carroll confronts his protagonist Alice
with the illogical madness of his fantasy worlds. Alice appears to the reader as a girl who has "a strong sense
that her environment is comprised of clear, logical and consistent rules and features" (Gatten 2009: Analysis
of major characters, para. 1). Alice's convictions, however, are frustrated by the creatures in Wonderland and
Looking-Glass World. She has to discover that nothing is in accord with the real world in Wonderland - not
even habitual language use. "Anything is possible in Wonderland, and Carroll's manipulation of language
reflects this sense of unlimited possibility" (Gatten 2009: Themes, Motifs and Symbols, para. 6 [Language]).
Carroll deviates from the conditions of normal antonym use in many text passages. It is the intent of this
paper to uncover the anomalies of language in Carroll's novels with regard to the deviatio
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Forms of Opposites in Lewis Carroll's Alice
Books reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Forms of Opposites in Lewis Carroll's Alice Books
as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Solomon Pepper:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Forms of Opposites in Lewis Carroll's Alice Books provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.

Enrique Flora:

This Forms of Opposites in Lewis Carroll's Alice Books is new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Forms of Opposites in Lewis Carroll's Alice Books can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Shelia Tonn:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Forms of Opposites in Lewis Carroll's Alice Books can make you



sense more interested to read.
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