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He was famously hostile to biography as a literary form. And yet this life of Adorno by one of his last
students is far more than literary in its accomplishments, giving us our first clear look at how the man and his
moment met to create “critical theory.” An intimate picture of the quintessential twentieth-century
transatlantic intellectual, the book is also a window on the cultural ferment of Adorno’s day?and its ongoing
importance in our own.

The biography begins at the shining moment of the German bourgeoisie, in a world dominated by liberals
willing to extend citizenship to refugees fleeing pogroms in Eastern Europe. Detlev Claussen follows
Theodor Wiesengrund Adorno (1903–1969) from his privileged life as a beloved prodigy to his intellectual
coming of age in Weimar Germany and Vienna; from his exile during the Nazi years, first to England, then
to the United States, to his emergence as the Adorno we know now in the perhaps not-so-unlikely setting of
Los Angeles. There in 1943 with his collaborator Max Horkheimer, Adorno developed critical theory, whose
key insight?that to be entertained is to give one’s consent?helped define the intellectual landscape of the
twentieth century.

In capturing the man in his complex relationships with some of the century’s finest minds?including, among
others, Arnold Schoenberg, Walter Benjamin, Thomas Mann, Siegfried Kracauer, Georg Lukács, Hannah
Arendt, and Bertolt Brecht?Claussen reveals how much we have yet to learn from Theodor Adorno, and how
much his life can tell us about ourselves and our time.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Theodor W. Adorno: One Last Genius? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Thad Whitehead:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Theodor W. Adorno: One Last
Genius that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Theodor W. Adorno: One Last Genius become your own
personal starter.

Michael Parker:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Theodor W. Adorno: One Last Genius provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Carolyn Scott:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Theodor W. Adorno: One Last Genius was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Theodor W. Adorno: One Last Genius has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.
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