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When President George W. Bush launched an invasion of Iraq in March of 2003, he did so without the
explicit approval of the Security Council. His father's administration, by contrast, carefully funneled
statecraft through the United Nations and achieved Council authorization for the U.S.-led Gulf War in 1991.
The history of American policy toward Iraq displays considerable variation in the extent to which policies
were conducted through the UN and other international organizations.

In Channels of Power, Alexander Thompson surveys U.S. policy toward Iraq, starting with the Gulf War,
continuing through the interwar years of sanctions and coercive disarmament, and concluding with the 2003
invasion and its long aftermath. He offers a framework for understanding why powerful states often work
through international organizations when conducting coercive policies-and why they sometimes choose
instead to work alone or with ad hoc coalitions. The conventional wisdom holds that because having
legitimacy for their actions is important for normative reasons, states seek multilateral approval.

Channels of Power offers a rationalist alternative to these standard legitimation arguments, one based on the
notion of strategic information transmission: When state actions are endorsed by an independent
organization, this sends politically crucial information to the world community, both leaders and their
publics, and results in greater international support.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Channels of Power: The UN
Security Council and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Numbers Harless:

This book untitled Channels of Power: The UN Security Council and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Fabian Luton:

The particular book Channels of Power: The UN Security Council and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq will bring one
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Channels of Power:
The UN Security Council and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James Drennan:

The particular book Channels of Power: The UN Security Council and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after reading this book.
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