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It was 1733 when the poet and philosopher Voltaire met Emilie du Châtelet, a beguiling—and
married—aristocrat who would one day popularize Newton’s arcane ideas and pave the way for Einstein’s
theories. In an era when women were rarely permitted any serious schooling, this twenty-seven-year-old’s
nimble conversation and unusual brilliance led Voltaire, then in his late thirties, to wonder, “Why did you
only reach me so late?” They fell immediately and passionately in love.

Through the prism of their tumultuous fifteen-year relationship we see the crumbling of an ancient social
order and the birth of the Enlightenment. Together the two lovers rebuilt a dilapidated and isolated rural
chateau at Cirey where they conducted scientific experiments, entertained many of the leading thinkers of the
burgeoning scientific revolution, and developed radical ideas about the monarchy, the nature of free will, the
subordination of women, and the separation of church and state.

But their time together was filled with far more than reading and intellectual conversation. There were frantic
gallopings across France, sword fights in front of besieged German fortresses, and a deadly burning of
Voltaire’s books by the public executioner at the base of the grand stairwell of the Palais de Justice in Paris.
The pair survived court intrigues at Versailles, narrow escapes from agents of the king, a covert mission to
the idyllic lakeside retreat of Frederick the Great of Prussia, forays to the royal gambling tables (where
Emilie put her mathematical acumen to lucrative use), and intense affairs that bent but did not break their
bond.

Along with its riveting portrait of Voltaire as a vulnerable romantic, Passionate Minds at last does justice to
the supremely unconventional life and remarkable achievements of Emilie du Châtelet—including her work
on the science of fire and the nature of light. Long overlooked, her story tells us much about women’s lives
at the time of the Enlightenment. Equally important, it demonstrates how this graceful, quick-witted, and
attractive woman worked out the concepts that would lead directly to the “squared” part of Einstein’s
revolutionary equation: E=mc2.

Based on a rich array of personal letters, as well as writings from houseguests, neighbors, scientists, and even
police reports, Passionate Minds is both panoramic and intimate in feeling. It is an unforgettable love story
and a vivid rendering of the birth of modern ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Havens:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Passionate Minds: The
Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword
Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and.... All type of book could you see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Andre Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the
Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings,
Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Terry Buehler:

The publication with title Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the
Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious
Verse, and... includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Ronny Baird:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Passionate Minds: The Great Love
Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights,
Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start



studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the
Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings,
Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... become your own personal starter.

Download and Read Online Passionate Minds: The Great Love
Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du
Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted
Kings, Seditious Verse, and... David Bodanis #JC42MHAT1LQ



Read Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the
Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet
Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious
Verse, and... by David Bodanis for online ebook

Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet,
the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... by David Bodanis
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the
Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings,
Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... by David Bodanis books to read online.

Online Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the
Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted
Kings, Seditious Verse, and... by David Bodanis ebook PDF download

Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du
Chatelet, the Poet Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... by
David Bodanis Doc

Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet
Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... by David Bodanis Mobipocket

Passionate Minds: The Great Love Affair of the Enlightenment, Featuring the Scientist Emilie du Chatelet, the Poet
Voltaire, Sword Fights, Book Burnings, Assorted Kings, Seditious Verse, and... by David Bodanis EPub


