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Là-Bas, translated as Down There or The Damned, is a novel by the French writer Joris-Karl Huysmans, first
published in 1891. It is Huysmans' most famous work after À rebours. Là-Bas deals with the subject of
Satanism in contemporary France, and the novel stirred a certain amount of controversy on its first
appearance. It is the first of Huysmans' books to feature the character Durtal, a thinly disguised portrait of the
author himself, who would go on to be the protagonist of all of Huysmans' subsequent novels: En route, La
cathédrale and L'oblat.

Là-Bas was first published in serial form by the newspaper L'Écho de Paris, with the first installment
appearing on February 15, 1891. It came out in book form in April of the same year; the publisher was
Tresse et Stock. Many of L'Écho de Paris' more conservative readers were shocked by the subject matter and
urged the editor to halt the serialisation, but he ignored them. Sale of the book was prohibited from French
railway stations.

The plot of Là-Bas concerns the novelist Durtal, who is disgusted by the emptiness and vulgarity of the
modern world. He seeks relief by turning to the study of the Middle Ages and begins to research the life of
the notorious 15th-century child-murderer Gilles de Rais. Through his contacts in Paris (notably Dr.
Johannes, modeled after Joseph-Antoine Boullan), Durtal finds out that Satanism is not simply a thing of the
past but alive in turn of the century France. He embarks on an investigation of the occult underworld with the
help of his lover Madame Chantelouve. The novel culminates with a description of a black mass.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will want this The Damned.

Charles Carter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Damned will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Norman Brown:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Damned can give you a lot of buddies because by
you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have The Damned.

Todd Lyons:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Damned to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Damned can
to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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