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If the word "hero" still belonged in the historian's lexicon, it would certainly be applied to John Wesley
Powell. Intrepid explorer, careful scientist, talented writer, and dedicated conservationist, Powell led the
expedition that put the Colorado River on American maps and revealed the Grand Canyon to the world. Now
comes the first biography of this towering figure in almost fifty years--a book that captures his life in all its
heroism, idealism, and ambivalent, ambiguous humanity.
In A River Running West, Donald Worster, one of our leading Western historians, tells the story of Powell's
great adventures and describes his historical significance with compelling clarity and skill. Worster paints a
vivid portrait of how this man emerged from the early nineteenth-century world of immigrants, fervent
religion, and rough-and-tumble rural culture, and barely survived the Civil War battle at Shiloh. The heart of
Worster's biography is Powell's epic journey down the Colorado in 1869, a tale of harrowing experiences,
lethal accidents, and breathtaking discoveries. After years in the region collecting rocks and fossils and
learning to speak the local Native American languages, Powell returned to Washington as an eloquent
advocate for the West, one of America's first and most influential conservationists. But in the end, he fell
victim to a clique of Western politicians who pushed for unfettered economic development, relegating the
aging explorer to a quiet life of anthropological contemplation.
John Wesley Powell embodied the energy, optimism, and westward impulse of the young United States. A
River Running West is a gorgeously written, magisterial account of this great American explorer and
environmental pioneer, a true story of undaunted courage in the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell. Try to make
book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell as your pal. It means that it can for being your
friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jill Davis:

The book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Isabel McNeal:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
reserve. The book A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Barry Trusty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A River Running West: The Life of John



Wesley Powell.
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