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A myth-shattering exposé of America’s nuclear weapons

Famed investigative journalist Eric Schlosser digs deep to uncover secrets about the management of
America snuclear arsenal. A groundbreaking account of accidents, near misses, extraordinary heroism, and
technological breakthroughs, Command and Control explores the dilemma that has existed since the dawn of
the nuclear age: How do you deploy weapons of mass destruction without being destroyed by them? That
guestion has never been resolved—and Schlosser reveals how the combination of human fallibility and
technological complexity still poses a grave risk to mankind. While the harms of global warming
increasingly dominate the news, the equally dangerous yet more immediate threat of nuclear weapons has
been largely forgotten.

Written with the vibrancy of afirst-rate thriller, Command and Control interweaves the minute-by-minute
story of an accident at anuclear missile silo in rural Arkansas with a historical narrative that spans more than
fifty years. It depicts the urgent effort by American scientists, policy makers, and military officers to ensure
that nuclear weapons can't be stolen, sabotaged, used without permission, or detonated inadvertently.
Schlosser also looks at the Cold War from anew perspective, offering history from the ground up, telling the
stories of bomber pilots, missile commanders, maintenance crews, and other ordinary servicemen who risked
their livesto avert a nuclear holocaust. At the heart of the book lies the struggle, amid the rolling hills and
small farms of Damascus, Arkansas, to prevent the explosion of a ballistic missile carrying the most
powerful nuclear warhead ever built by the United States.

Drawing on recently declassified documents and interviews with people who designed and routinely handled
nuclear weapons, Command and Control takes readersinto aterrifying but fascinating world that, until now,
has been largely hidden from view. Through the details of a single accident, Schlosser illustrates how an
unlikely event can become unavoidable, how small risks can have terrible consequences, and how the most
brilliant minds in the nation can only provide us with anillusion of control. Audacious, gripping, and
unforgettable, Command and Control is atour de force of investigative journalism, an eye-opening look at
the dangers of America s nuclear age.
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From reader reviews:
Carmela Williams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their timeto read abook. They are redly reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus
Accident, and the Illusion of Safety.

Ricardo Hayward:

This Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of Safety book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
aperson read alot of information you will get. This Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the
Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of Safety without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus
Accident, and the Illusion of Safety can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves
turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Command and
Control: Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus Accident, and the lllusion of Safety having excellent arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kristopher Lewis:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resourcesinside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Command and Control:
Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of Safety book as this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Virginia White:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Command and Control:
Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of Safety or others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was



created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Command and Control: Nuclear
Weapons, the Damascus Accident, and the lllusion of Safety to make your spare time alot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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