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Since its first publication in English in 1954, The Gift, Marcel Mauss's groundbreaking study of the
relation between forms of exchange and social structure, has been acclaimed as a classic among
anthropology texts.

A brilliant example of the comparative method, ?The Gift? presents the first systematic study of the
custom?widespread in primitive societies from ancient Rome to present-day Melanesia?of exchanging gifts.
The gift is a perfect example of what Mauss calls a total social phenomenon, since it involves legal,
economic, moral, religious, aesthetic, and other dimensions. He sees the gift exchange as related to
individuals and groups as much as to the objects themselves, and his analysis calls into question the social
conventions and economic systems that had been taken for granted for so many years. In a modern
translation, introduced by distinguished anthropologist Mary Douglas, ?The Gift ?is essential reading for
students of social anthropology and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

This The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies can bring once you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Virginia McNally:

This The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Gift: The Form and Reason for
Exchange in Archaic Societies can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic
Societies forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Charles Felton:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Gift: The Form and Reason for
Exchange in Archaic Societies is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Madeline Cecil:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book The Gift: The Form and Reason for Exchange in Archaic Societies was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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