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A certain sacred tree was forbidden to the touch, save only for runaway slaves: if the slave could break off a
branch — The Golden Bough — he could challenge the tree's attendant priest to mortal combat. If
victorious, the slave would replace the priest as King of the Woods — until his lethal defeat by another
bearer of The Golden Bough. Sir James George Frazer, an expert in myth and religion, was so intrigued by
this tale from classical mythology that he spent more than a quarter-century investigating its genesis. His
1890 study of the cults, rites, and myths of antiquity, The Golden Bough, offers a monumental exploration of
these customs and their parallels with early Christianity. A pioneer of social anthropology, Frazer's
definitions of such terms as "magic," "religion," and "science" proved highly useful to his successors in the
field, and his explications of the ancient legends profoundly influenced generations of prominent
psychologists, writers, and poets. This abridgment of his multivolume magnum opus omits footnotes and
occasionally condenses text; nevertheless, as the author himself observed, all of the ori
ginal work's main principles remain intact, along with ample illustrative examples.
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From reader reviews:

Micah Best:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) is kind of
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jessica Sarmiento:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Golden Bough (Economy Editions).

William Stone:

The reason? Because this The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Jacob Hill:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) to
make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication
The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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