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This remarkable book is the most ambitious work on mythology since that of the renowned Mircea Eliade,
who all but single-handedly invented the modern study of myth and religion. Focusing on the oldest
available texts, buttressed by data from archeology, comparative linguistics and human population genetics,
Michael Witzel reconstructs a single original African source for our collective myths, dating back some
100,000 years. Identifying features shared by this "Out of Africa" mythology and its northern Eurasian
offshoots, Witzel suggests that these common myths-recounted by the communities of the "African Eve"-are
the earliest evidence of ancient spirituality. Moreover these common features, Witzel shows, survive today in
all major religions. Witzel's book is an intellectual hand grenade that will doubtless generate considerable
excitement-and consternation-in the scholarly community. Indeed, everyone interested in mythology will
want to grapple with Witzel's extraordinary hypothesis about the spirituality of our common ancestors, and to
understand what it tells us about our modern cultures and the way they are linked at the deepest level.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Faulkner:

The book The Origins of the World's Mythologies give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Origins of the
World's Mythologies to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book
The Origins of the World's Mythologies. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Zoe Harris:

The book untitled The Origins of the World's Mythologies is the book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of The Origins of the World's Mythologies from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Janice Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. The Origins of the World's Mythologies can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Tracy Brown:

The book untitled The Origins of the World's Mythologies contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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