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“Machiavellian”?used to describe the ruthless cunning of the power-obsessed and the pitiless?is never meant
as a compliment. But the man whose name became shorthand for all that is ugly in politics was more
engaging and nuanced than his reputation suggests. Christopher S. Celenza’s Machiavelli: A Portrait
removes the varnish of centuries to reveal not only the hardnosed political philosopher but the skilled
diplomat, learned commentator on ancient history, comic playwright, tireless letter writer, and thwarted
lover.

Machiavelli’s hometown was the epicenter of the Italian Renaissance in the fifteenth century, a place of
unparalleled artistic and intellectual attainments. But Florence was also riven by extraordinary violence. War
and public executions were commonplace?Machiavelli himself was imprisoned and brutally tortured at the
behest of his own government. These experiences left a deep impression on this keen observer of power
politics, whose two masterpieces?The Prince and The Discourses?draw everywhere on the hard-won wisdom
gained from navigating a treacherous world. But like many of Machiavelli’s fellow Florentines, he also
immersed himself in the Latin language and wisdom of authors from the classical past. And for all of
Machiavelli’s indifference to religion, vestiges of Christianity remained in his thought, especially the hope
for a redeemer?a prince who would provide the stability so rare in Machiavelli’s worldly experience.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Riley:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Machiavelli: A Portrait will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Eva Solares:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Machiavelli: A Portrait. All type
of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Cotton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Machiavelli: A Portrait book since this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Shelley Gavin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Machiavelli: A Portrait that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Machiavelli: A
Portrait become your own personal starter.
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