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In the early modern world, botany was big science and big business, critical to Europe's national and trade
ambitions. Tracing the dynamic relationships among plants, peoples, states, and economies over the course
of three centuries, this collection of essays offers a lively challenge to a historiography that has emphasized
the rise of modern botany as a story of taxonomies and "pure" systems of classification. Charting a new map
of botany along colonial coordinates, reaching from Europe to the New World, India, Asia, and other points
on the globe, Colonial Botany explores how the study, naming, cultivation, and marketing of rare and
beautiful plants resulted from and shaped European voyages, conquests, global trade, and scientific
exploration.

From the earliest voyages of discovery, naturalists sought profitable plants for king and country, personal
and corporate gain. Costly spices and valuable medicinal plants such as nutmeg, tobacco, sugar, Peruvian
bark, peppers, cloves, cinnamon, and tea ranked prominently among the motivations for European voyages
of discovery. At the same time, colonial profits depended largely on natural historical exploration and the
precise identification and effective cultivation of profitable plants. This volume breaks new ground by
treating the development of the science of botany in its colonial context and situating the early modern
exploration of the plant world at the volatile nexus of science, commerce, and state politics.

Written by scholars as international as their subjects, Colonial Botany uncovers an emerging cultural history
of plants and botanical practices in Europe and its possessions.
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From reader reviews:

Elliott Salazar:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern World? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Evan Reyes:

The book Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern World can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern World? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and Politics in the
Early Modern World has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Spann:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern
World it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.

Stephanie Carter:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Colonial Botany: Science,
Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern World to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion
for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and



Politics in the Early Modern World can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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