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On February 13, 2003, a plane carrying three American civilian contractors—Marc Gonsalves, Keith
Stansell, and Tom Howes—crash-landed in the mountainous jungle of Colombia. Dazed and shaken, they
emerged from the plane bloodied and injured as gunfire rained down around them. As of that moment they
were prisoners of the FARC, a Colombian terrorist and Marxist rebel organization. In an instant they had
become American captives in Colombia's volatile and ongoing conflict, which has lasted for almost fifty
years.

In Out of Captivity, Gonsalves, Stansell, and Howes recount for the first time their amazing tale of survival,
friendship, and, ultimately, rescue, tracing their five and a half years as hostages of the FARC. Their story
takes you inside one of the world's most notorious terrorist organizations, going behind enemy lines with
vivid and haunting imagery. Their words conjure a reality that few people have ever encountered—from
sleeping on beds literally carved out of the jungle to escaping Colombian military air strikes under the cover
of darkness to being bound with steel chains by their captors. Describing backbreaking starvation marches
and forced isolation, the authors chronicle their confrontations and interactions with the FARC guerrilla
soldiers—a motley crew of brainwashed, idealistic teenagers and seasoned vet-erans who've been around
long enough to realize that the only way out of the FARC is in a body bag.

Though the physical punishments their bodies endured were unrelenting, the psychological battles they
waged were the ultimate test of their resolve. With candid detail, Gonsalves, Stansell, and Howes relate the
perilous mental struggles they each experienced, as they grappled with feelings of guilt, fear, and anxiety for
the families and lives they'd left behind. Exposing the transformative power of captivity, they show how they
turned these fears into strengths, using their memories and their families, their pasts and their futures, to
motivate them in their quest for survival.

Despite the odds and the conditions, despite the chains and the silence, and despite the often tense
relationships they experienced with their fellow Colombian hostages, they had one another, forging a bond
that allowed them to cope with the horrific conditions of their confinement. This brotherhood enabled them
to persevere through the worst that the FARC threw at them while always reminding them of their ultimate
goal: freedom.

A harrowing account of one of the longest civilian hostage crises in United States history, Out of Captivity is
a remarkable and compelling exploration of how far three Americans were willing to go as they fought to
stay alive for themselves, their families, and one another.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the Colombian Jungle.

Deborah Anderson:

Exactly why? Because this Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the Colombian Jungle is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Thomas Schulz:

Beside this kind of Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the Colombian Jungle in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the Colombian Jungle because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book along with read it from currently!

Frank Botelho:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the Colombian Jungle can make
you sense more interested to read.
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