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Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne met in 1850 and enjoyed for sixteen months an intense but brief
friendship. Taking advantage of new interpretive tools such as queer theory, globalist studies, political and
social ideology, marketplace analysis, psychoanalytical and philosophical applications to literature,
masculinist theory, and critical studies of race, the twelve essays in this book focus on a number of
provocative personal, professional, and literary ambiguities existing between the two writers.

Jana L. Argersinger and Leland S. Person introduce the volume with a lively summary of the known
biographical facts of the two writers' relationship and an overview of the relevant scholarship to date. Some
of the essays that follow broach the possibility of sexual dimensions to the relationship, a question that
"looms like a grand hooded phantom" over the field of Melville-Hawthorne studies. Questions of influence--
Hawthorne's on Moby-Dick and Pierre and Melville's on The Blithedale Romance, to mention only the most
obvious instances--are also discussed. Other topics covered include professional competitiveness; Melville s
search for a father figure; masculine ambivalence in the marketplace; and political-literary aspects of
nationalism, transcendentalism, race, and other defining issues of Hawthorne and Melville's times.

Roughly half of the essays focus on biographical issues; the others take literary perspectives. The essays are
informed by a variety of critical approaches, as well as by new historical insights and new understandings of
the possibilities that existed for male friendships in nineteenth-century American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

Here thing why this Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with
Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship in e-book can be your option.

Nichelle Shive:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Daniel Pitts:

This book untitled Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Jamila Coles:

Often the book Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship will bring someone to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.
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