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We all know the autistic genius stereotypes. The absentminded professor with untied shoelaces. The geeky
Silicon Valley programmer who writes bulletproof code but can’t get a date. But there is another set of (tiny)
geniuses whom you would never add to those ranks—child prodigies. We mostly know them as the chatty
and charming tykes who liven up daytime TV with violin solos and engaging banter. These kids aren’t
autistic, and there has never been any kind of scientific connection between autism and prodigy.
 
Until now.
 
Over the course of her career, psychologist Joanne Ruthsatz has quietly assembled the largest-ever research
sample of these children. Their accomplishments are epic. One could reproduce radio tunes by ear on a toy
guitar at two years old. Another was a thirteen-year-old cooking sensation. And what Ruthsatz’s
investigation revealed is nothing short of astonishing. Though the prodigies aren’t autistic, many have
autistic family members. Each prodigy has an extraordinary memory and a keen eye for detail—well-known
but often-overlooked strengths associated with autism.
 
Ruthsatz and her daughter and coauthor, Kimberly Stephens, now propose a startling possibility: What if the
abilities of child prodigies stem from a genetic link with autism? And could prodigies— children who have
many of the strengths of autism but few of the challenges—be the key to a long-awaited autism
breakthrough?
 
In The Prodigy’s Cousin, Ruthsatz and Stephens narrate the poignant stories of the children they have
studied, including that of a two-year-old who loved to spell words like “algorithm” and “confederation,” a
six-year-old painter who churned out masterpieces faster than her parents could hang them, and a typically
developing thirteen-year-old who smacked his head against a church floor and woke up a music prodigy.
 
This inspiring tale of extraordinary children, indomitable parents, and a researcher’s unorthodox hunch is
essential reading for anyone interested in the brain and human potential. Ruthsatz and Stephens take us from
the prodigies’ homes to the depths of the autism archives to the cutting edge of genetics research, all while
upending our understanding of what makes exceptional talent possible.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Howell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Prodigy's
Cousin: The Family Link Between Autism and Extraordinary Talent suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Prodigy's Cousin: The Family Link
Between Autism and Extraordinary Talentis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Dale Moore:

The reserve with title The Prodigy's Cousin: The Family Link Between Autism and Extraordinary Talent
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Emilie Lechner:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Prodigy's Cousin: The Family Link
Between Autism and Extraordinary Talent is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tommy Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The
Prodigy's Cousin: The Family Link Between Autism and Extraordinary Talent.
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