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This book engages with a number of recent works of fiction in order to understand how American literature
has commented on the emergence of a postsuburban environment – that is to say a cosmopolitan landscape in
which the previous city/suburb binary is no longer evident. Whilst the term 'postsuburban' is resistant to easy
categorisation, here it is used as a mode of enquiry both to reassess what fiction has to tell literary criticism
about the foundational concept of suburbia, as well as to assess contemporary writing free from the
assumptions of an inherited suburban imaginary. It is this book's thesis that these postsuburban environments
are seen by the writers who set their fictions there as places that are far more than white middle- class
dystopias, and that it is a fallacy to attribute to them, as certain literary critics do, the negative cultural
clichés associated with postwar suburban fictions. After offering revisionist readings of Sloan Wilson's The
Man in the The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit (1955) and Richard Yates' Revolutionary Road (1961), the
book considers Richard Ford's trilogy The Sportswriter (1986), Independence Day (1995), and The Lay of
the Land (2006) as a representation of a classic postwar suburb that has been overtaken by development and
sprawl. It focuses next on T. C. Boyle's The The Tortilla Curtain Curtain (1995), and Junot Diaz's Drown
(1996), which both suggest the postsuburban landscape as a place of cross-cultural exchange and re-
invention. An analysis of Douglas Coupland's Microserfs (1995) follows and proposes that the physical
postsuburban spaces of innovation that exist in Silicon Valley, the novel's setting, are paralleled by the
changing virtual spaces of the Internet. Lastly, it explores The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears (2007)
by Dinaw Mengestu, and Richard Price's Lush Life (2008), two novels that deal with one of the corollaries of
the breakdown of the city/suburb binary and the emergence of a postsuburban environment: inner-city
gentrification.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

The book Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book
Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Brandon Erickson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction
as your daily resource information.

Laura Hill:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent
American Fiction it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Herbert Knight:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As



we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American
Fiction can make you really feel more interested to read.
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