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Upon its original publication in 1857 Charles Baudelaire's "Les Fleurs du Mal" or "The Flowers of Evil" was
embroiled in controversy. Within a month of its publication the French authorities brought an action against
the author and the book's publisher claiming that the work was an insult to public decency. Eventually the
French courts would acknowledge the literary merit of Baudelaire's work but ordered that six poems in
particular should be banned from subsequent publication. The notoriety caused by this scandal would
ultimately work in the author's favor causing the initial publication to sell out, thus prompting the publication
of another edition. The second edition was published in 1861, it included an additional thirty-five poems,
with the exclusion of the six poems censored by the French government. Finally in 1868 a third edition was
published posthumously. This collection added an additional fourteen poems selected by two of Baudelaire's
friends yet again excluded the six censored poems. Literary scholars generally agree that, while well-
meaning, the addition of these poems in the third edition disrupt the structure intended by Baudelaire and
thus the 1861 edition should be considered as the definitive edition. In this volume we reproduce that 1861
edition along with the six censored poems in the original French and in an English translation by William
Aggeler. Rich with symbolism, "The Flowers of Evil" is rightly considered a classic of the modernist literary
movement. Its themes of decadence and eroticism seek to exhibit Baudelaire's criticism of the Parisian
society of his time.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

The book The Flowers of Evil / Les Fleurs du Mal (English and French Edition) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
The Flowers of Evil / Les Fleurs du Mal (English and French Edition) to be your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Flowers of Evil / Les Fleurs du Mal
(English and French Edition). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Lauren Barnett:

The particular book The Flowers of Evil / Les Fleurs du Mal (English and French Edition) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Flowers of Evil / Les
Fleurs du Mal (English and French Edition) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Crystal Freeman:

The book with title The Flowers of Evil / Les Fleurs du Mal (English and French Edition) contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Jason Braden:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide The Flowers of Evil / Les Fleurs du Mal (English and French Edition) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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