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NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER | WINNER OF THE STORY PRIZE | LOS ANGELES
TIMES BOOK PRIZE FINALIST | A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK | NAMED ONE OF
THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, USA TODAY, AND
MIAMI HERALD | NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post •
NPR • Marie Claire • St. Louis Post-Dispatch • BuzzFeed • The Daily Beast • Los Angeles Magazine • The
Independent • BookPage • Kirkus Reviews

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his acclaimed novel about North Korea, The Orphan Master’s Son, Adam
Johnson is one of America’s most provocative and powerful authors. Critics have compared him to Kurt
Vonnegut, David Mitchell, and George Saunders, but Johnson’s new book will only further his reputation as
one of our most original writers. Subtly surreal, darkly comic, both hilarious and heartbreaking, Fortune
Smiles is a major collection of stories that gives voice to the perspectives we don’t often hear, while offering
something rare in fiction: a new way of looking at the world.

In six masterly stories, Johnson delves deep into love and loss, natural disasters, the influence of technology,
and how the political shapes the personal. “Nirvana,” which won the prestigious Sunday Times short story
prize, portrays a programmer whose wife has a rare disease finding solace in a digital simulacrum of the
president of the United States. In “Hurricanes Anonymous”—first included in the Best American Short
Stories anthology—a young man searches for the mother of his son in a Louisiana devastated by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. “George Orwell Was a Friend of Mine” follows a former warden of a Stasi prison in East
Germany who vehemently denies his past, even as pieces of it are delivered in packages to his door. And in
the unforgettable title story, Johnson returns to his signature subject, North Korea, depicting two defectors
from Pyongyang who are trying to adapt to their new lives in Seoul, while one cannot forget the woman he
left behind.

Unnerving, riveting, and written with a timeless quality, these stories confirm Johnson as one of America’s
greatest writers and an indispensable guide to our new century.

Praise for Fortune Smiles

“Masterful . . . Each [story] is a miniature demonstration of why his remarkable novel The Orphan Master’s
Son won the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for fiction.”—The Washington Post

“[Johnson] is always perceptive and brave; his lines always sing and strut and sizzle and hush and wash and
blaze over the reader.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Superb . . . explosive.”—The Wall Street Journal

“Remarkable . . . the best short story collection since Tenth of December . . . Johnson is one of America’s
greatest living writers.”—The Huffington Post

“Haunting, harrowing . . . Johnson’s writing is as rich in compassion as it is in invention, and that rare



combination makes Fortune Smiles worth treasuring.”—USA Today

“[Blends] exotic scenarios, morally compromised characters, high-wire action, rigorously limber prose,
dense thickets of emotion, and, most critically, our current techno-moment.”—The Boston Globe

“Johnson’s boundary-pushing stories make for exhilarating reading.”—San Francisco Chronicle

“Entrancing.”—O: The Oprah Magazine

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Fortune Smiles:
Stories? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Mildred Perkins:

This book untitled Fortune Smiles: Stories to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Norma Lorentzen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Fortune Smiles: Stories why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Daniel Pitts:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Fortune Smiles: Stories is simple to
bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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