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An anthology of the best scholarship on the celebrated African American writer. A prolific nineteenth-
century author, Paul Laurence Dunbar was the first African American poet to gain national recognition.
Praised by Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, and Frederick Douglass, who called him 'the most
promising colored man in America', Dunbar intrigued readers and literary critics with his depictions of
African Americans' struggle to overcome a legacy of slavery and prejudice. His remarkably large body of
work - he wrote eleven volumes of poetry, four short story collections, five novels, three librettos, and a play
before his death at thirty-three - draws on the oral storytelling traditions of his ex-slave mother as well as his
unconventional education at an all-white public school to explore the evolving identity of the black
community and its place in post - Civil War America. Willie Harrell has assembled a collection of essays on
Dunbar's work that builds on the research published over the last two decades. Employing an array of
approaches to Dunbar's poetic creations, these essays closely examine the self-motivated and dynamic effect
of his use of dialect, language, rhetorical strategies, and narrative theory to promote racial uplift. They situate
Dunbar's work in relation to the issues of advancement popular during the Reconstruction era and against the
racial stereotypes proliferating in the early twentieth century while demonstrating its relevance to
contemporary literary studies. "We Wear the Mask" will appeal to scholars and students of African American
literature and poetry, as well as those interested in one of the most celebrated and widely taught African
American authors.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Benoit:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative
Reality book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer associated with We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics
of Representative Reality content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking We
Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Daniel Trimble:

The ability that you get from We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative
Reality is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence
Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this specific We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the
Politics of Representative Reality instantly.

Cora Spillane:

This We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this We Wear the Mask: Paul
Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this We Wear the Mask: Paul
Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So
, let's have it and revel in reading.

Ann Goddard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you



know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually We Wear the
Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality.
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