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In December 1999, the Institute of Medicine shocked the nation by reporting that as many as 98,000
Americans died each year from mistakes in hospitals--twice the number killed in auto accidents. Instead of
strict rules and harsh penalties to reduce those risks, the Institute called for a system of standardized
disclosure of medical errors. If it worked, it would create economic and political pressures for hospitals to
improve their practices. Since the mid-1980s, Congress and state legislatures have approved scores of new
disclosure laws to fight racial discrimination, reduce corruption, and improve services. The most ambitious
systems aim to reduce risks in everyday life--risks from toxic pollution, contaminants in drinking water,
nutrients in packaged foods, lead paint, workplace hazards, and SUV rollovers. Unlike traditional
government warnings, they require corporations and other organizations to produce standardized factual
information at regular intervals about risks they create. Legislated transparency has become a mainstream
instrument of social policy. Mary Graham argues that these requirements represent a remarkable policy
innovation. Enhanced by computers and the Internet, they are creating a new techno-populism--an optimistic
conviction that information itself can improve the lives of ordinary citizens and encourage hospitals,
manufacturers, food processors, banks, airlines, and other organizations to further public priorities. Drawing
on detailed profiles of disclosure systems for toxic releases, nutritional labeling, and medical errors, Graham
explains why the move toward greater transparency has flourished during a time of regulatory retrenchment
and why corporations have often supported these massive raids on proprietary information. However,
Democracy by Disclosure, sounds a cautionary note. Just as systems of financial disclosure have come under
new scrutiny in the wake of Enron's collapse, systems of social disclosure deserve careful examination.
Behind the seemingly simple idea of transparency, political battles rage over protecting trade secrets,
minimizing regulatory burdens, and guarding national security. Like other forms of regulation, disclosure
systems can be distorted by narrow scope, flawed metrics, minimal enforcement, or failure to adapt to
changing markets and public priorities. Graham urges designers of future systems to heed lessons from early
experience to avoid misleading the public.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of
Technopopulism.

Henry Jensen:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Democracy by
Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Heidi Odom:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Democracy by Disclosure:
The Rise of Technopopulism book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Edmond Pounds:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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