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In If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls, author Aimé J. Ellis argues that throughout
slavery, the Jim Crow era, and more recently in the proliferation of the prison industrial complex, the violent
threat of death has functioned as a coercive disciplinary practice of social control over black men. In this
provocative volume, Ellis delves into a variety of literary and cultural texts to consider unlawful and
extralegal violence like lynching, mob violence, and "white riots," in addition to state violence such as state-
sanctioned execution, the unregulated use of force by police and prison guards, state neglect or inaction, and
denial of human and civil rights.

Focusing primarily on young black men who are depicted or see themselves as "bad niggers," gangbangers,
thugs, social outcasts, high school drop-outs, or prison inmates, Ellis looks at the self-affirming embrace of
deathly violence and death-defiance-both imagined and lived-in a diverse body of cultural works. From
Richard Wright's literary classic Native Son, Eldridge Cleaver's prison memoir Soul on Ice, and Nathan
McCall's autobiography Makes Me Wanna Holler to the hip hop music of Eazy-E, Tupac Shakur, Notorious
B.I.G., and D'Angelo, Ellis investigates black men's representational identifications with and attachments to
death, violence, and death-defiance as a way of coping with and negotiating late-twentieth and early twenty-
first century culture.

Distinct from a sociological study of the material conditions that impact urban black life, If We Must Die
investigates the many ways that those material conditions and lived experiences profoundly shape black male
identity and self-image. African Amerian studies scholars and those interested in race in contemporary
American culture will appreciate this thought-provoking volume.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie
Smalls (African American Life Series) had been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book If We Must Die: From Bigger
Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African American Life Series) is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls
(African American Life Series). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Beverly Harrison:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This If We Must Die:
From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African American Life Series) is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Larry Gregg:

The book untitled If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African American Life Series)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language
is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice learn.

Paul Evans:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to your
account is If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls (African American Life Series) this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable



all of you.
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