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The true history of a legendary American folk hero

In the 1820s, a fellow named Sam Patch grew up in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, working there (when he wasn't
drinking) as a mill hand for one of America's new textile companies. Sam made a name for himself one day
by jumping seventy feet into the tumultuous waters below Pawtucket Falls. When in 1827 he repeated the
stunt in Paterson, New Jersey, another mill town, an even larger audience gathered to cheer on the daredevil
they would call the "Jersey Jumper." Inevitably, he went to Niagara Falls, where in 1829 he jumped not once
but twice in front of thousands who had paid for a good view.

The distinguished social historian Paul E. Johnson gives this deceptively simple story all its deserved
richness, revealing in its characters and social settings a virtual microcosm of Jacksonian America. He also
relates the real jumper to the mythic Sam Patch who turned up as a daring moral hero in the works of
Hawthorne and Melville, in London plays and pantomimes, and in the spotlight with Davy Crockett-a Sam
Patch who became the namesake of Andrew Jackson's favorite horse.

In his shrewd and powerful analysis, Johnson casts new light on aspects of American society that we may
have overlooked or underestimated. This is innovative American history at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Sam
Patch, the Famous Jumper, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Kevin Swafford:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Jessica Keith:

Beside this particular Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Mark Miller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but also novel and Sam Patch, the Famous Jumper or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Sam Patch, the Famous
Jumper to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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