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In one of the first studies of its kind, Orphan texts seeks to insert the orphan, and the problems its existence
poses, in the larger critical areas of the family and childhood in Victorian culture. In doing so, Laura Peters
considers certain canonical texts alongside lesser known works from popular culture in order to establish the
context in which discourses of orphanhood operated.

The study argues that the prevalence of the orphan figure can be explained by considering the family. The
family and all it came to represent - legitimacy, race and national belonging - was in crisis. In order to
reaffirm itself the family needed a scapegoat: it found one in the orphan figure. As one who embodied the
loss of the family, the orphan figure came to represent a dangerous threat to the family; and the family
reaffirmed itself through the expulsion of this threatening difference. The vulnerable and miserable condition
of the orphan, as one without rights, enabled it to be conceived of, and treated as such, by the very
institutions responsible for its care.

Orphan texts will be of interest to final year undergraduates, postgraduates, academics and those interested in
the areas of Victorian literature, Victorian studies, postcolonial studies, history and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans, culture and empire book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans, culture and empire content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
by means of it. So , do you still thinking Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans, culture and empire is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Iris Wright:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans,
culture and empire which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Robert Shelby:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans,
culture and empire can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Kathleen Blackwood:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans, culture
and empire to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and
looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Orphan texts: Victorians, orphans, culture and empire can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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