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In the past three decades, the United States government has used special operations repeatedly in an effort to
achieve key foreign policy objectives, such as in the overthrow of Fidel Castro in Cuba and the rescuing of
American hostages in Iran. Many of these secret missions carried out by highly trained commando forces
have failed. In Perilous Options, Lucien Vandenbroucke examines the use and misuse of such special
operations through an in-depth analysis of four operations--the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Sontay raid to
rescue POWs in North Vietnam, the Mayaguez operation, and the Iran hostage rescue mission.

Drawing extensively on declassified government documents, interviews with key decision makers and
participants in these episodes, and other primary material, Perilous Options identifies recurrent problems in
the way the United States government has prepared and executed such operations. These recurrent problems,
outlined by key participants in these four special operations, include faulty intelligence, poor interagency and
interservice cooperation and coordination, inadequate information and advice provided to decisionmakers,
wishful thinking on the part of decisionmakers, and overcontrol of mission execution from outside the
theater of operations. Vandenbroucke also explores the extent to which recent efforts to revitalize the U.S.
operations capability have addressed these problems, identifying additional changes that can improve the
government's ability to plan, evaluate, and execute such operations.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of
U.S. Foreign Policy. Try to make the book Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of U.S.
Foreign Policy as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Corey Barksdale:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Perilous Options: Special Operations as an
Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy as the daily resource information.

Shirley Henderson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

Marylou Arroyo:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of
U.S. Foreign Policy was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Perilous
Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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