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A Broadway classic, a call to action, and an incredibly malleable popular song, "Ol' Man River" is not your
typical musical theater standard. Written by Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein II in the 1920s for Show
Boat, "Ol Man River" perfectly blends two seemingly incongruous traits-the gravity of a Negro spiritual and
the crowd-pleasing power of a Broadway anthem. Inspired by the voice of African American singer Paul
Robeson, who adopted the tune for his own goals as an activist, "Ol' Man River" is both iconic and
transformative.

In Who Should Sing "Ol' Man River"? The Lives of an American Song, author Todd Decker examines how
the song has shaped, and been shaped by, the African American experience. Yet "Ol' Man River" also
transcends both its genre and original conception as a song written for an African American male. Beyond
musical theater, this Broadway ballad has been reworked in musical genres from pop to jazz, opera to doo
wop, rhythm and blues to gospel to reggae. Pop singers such as Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, and Judy
Garland made "Ol' Man River" one of their signature songs. Jazz artists such as Bix Biederbecke, Duke
Ellington, Dave Brubeck, Count Basie, and Keith Jarrett have all played "Ol' Man River," as have stars of the
rock and roll era, such as Sam Cooke, Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin, the Temptations, Cher, and Rod
Stewart. Black or white, male or female-anyone who sings "Ol' Man River" must confront and consider its
charged racial content and activist history.

Performers and fans of musical theater as well as students of the Civil Rights movement will find Who
Should Sing "Ol' Man River" an unprecedented examination of a song that's played a groundbreaking role in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

The book Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Who Should
Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The
Lives of an American Song. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Linda Carroll:

This Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song tend to be reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?:
The Lives of an American Song can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Leslie Jasso:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Who
Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

Beside this particular Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Who Should Sing 'Ol' Man River'?: The Lives of an American Song
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what



it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it?
Find this book and also read it from today!
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