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Beth Conway Shervey examines the cultural consequences of an Equity theatre in a small midwestern farm

town. Although many in the Midwest and beyond know the story of The Little Theatre On The Square in

Sullivan, Illinois, Shervey is the first to consider what the existence of such a theatre means to perceptions of

life in the town. To tell the story of Sullivan and of its star theatre in a cornfield from the perspective of the

residents involved, Shervey uses oral history and and dozens of photographs by David W. Mobley, the

theatre’s longtime photographer.

           

Sullivan resembles most small towns in the Midwest, and The Little Theatre  differs little from most

professional summer stock theatres. Yet taken together, the small town and its theatre are clearly unusual,

and the existence of the theatre obviously alters perceptions of life in the small town.

           

Before the theatre opened in 1957, Sullivan decidedly was a product of its time: the town sported a strong

local chapter of the WCTU, moral people avoided taverns, liberals and Catholics were the minorities, and the

population was predominantly white. While the theatre didn't effect instant change, it did introduce people to

Sullivan who were obviously different.

           

Stars such as Betty Grable, Cesar Romero, Margaret Hamilton, and Pat O'Brien came into town. Aspiring

actors and those behind the scenes also mingled with the residents of Sullivan. As a result, Shervey finds,

Sullivan faced such issues as racism, homophobia, urban liberalism, and alcohol consumption at a much

faster rate than similar towns. For some, the theatre disrupted a sense of the normal; for others, the theatre

made life in Sullivan different and interesting, breaking the restrictive bonds typically associated with small

towns.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Hanner:

The knowledge that you get from The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity
Theatre may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Little Theatre on the
Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town
Equity Theatre instantly.

Claudine Currie:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Little Theatre on the Square: Four
Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre as the daily resource information.

Betty Williams:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town
Equity Theatre giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Teresa Obannon:

The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction



arrangement in writing The Little Theatre on the Square: Four Decades of a Small-Town Equity Theatre
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.
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